APPLICATIONS — LOVE AND HATE ASPECTS
tendency—that which draws the individual towards the family
—which is most often found in excess, and has therefore most
frequently to be restrained, while it is the tendency away from
the family which   is   most  often  deficient  in   strength or in
development,   and  which   therefore  most  frequently requires
artificial stimulation   and   encouragement.   This   impression is The latter more
indeed one that is inevitably  conveyed   by a careful study of
the  knowledge that we at present possess upon the  subject.
In whichever direction we look, Man's chief handicap, as regards
those aspects of his mind which here concern us, would appear
to  consist  in   an  undue  strength,   or at any rate an   undue
persistence,   of an infantile attitude towards the family.   This
would seem to indicate that the tendency towards the family
is probably both ontogenetically and phylogenetically the older
and more fundamental of the two, and that the tendency away
from   the  family   is   not   yet   sufficiently   deeply  rooted  or
assimilated in   the   human   mental   constitution   to be able to
assert itself with   sufficient  force in the manner and direction
that successful biological adjustment would require.
Nevertheless, if this is so, the mere fact that the tendency But the former
towards the family is thus in some respects prior to, and more ^^J^8^1-^
fundamental than, its antagonist, would indicate that it is based more essential
upon biological and psychological conditions and requirements
that are correspondingly more primitive and therefore more
essential. We have seen in effect that the causes which have
led to the strong attachment of the individual to the family are
probably connected with certain necessary conditions of human
growth and development—the long period of helplessness and
immaturity, the dependence upon others (and especially the
parents) for the very necessaries of life, the need to learn
from others, the need for an early arousal and outward direction
of the love impulse, etc. The causes which underlie the tendency
away from the family—such as the need of casting off the
dependence on the family in order to attain a full measure of
individuality, the antagonism between the family attachments
and the wider social bonds, the value of sexual sublimation for
the advance of culture, the possible dysgenic effects of
inbreeding—these are in the main connected with less pressing
and immediate conditions of existence; conditions which are no
doubt of great importance for the ultimate fate of the individual
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